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Thanks for a Blessed
Christmas Season!!!

We would like to thank you all for your
overwhelming support thi€hristmas 8ason. Your
kindness and generositgspecially in this economy,
helpedus to go well beyondur expectations.Our
Toy Drive was a stcess, collecting nearly 200 toys.
Because of your warm and generous hearts, there
will be so many more happy children in and around
our communitythis Christmas Season We would
like to thankall of you for always helping and caring
for our projects. We would especially like to thank
a few people that without whom we would not have
been able to accomplish so muaid that made our
Christmas toy drive such a successTo Maria,
Hector & Eric Estevez, Lynette & Anthony
Palmieri, Angela & Carlos Torrgsand a very
especialthank you to Mrs. Cirella and all the %
grade classes of Shongum School in Randolghy N
Jerseyfor their endless support towards so many of
our projects.Thereare no words tproperlyexpress
our gratitude for all your help.

Halloween Bagsfrom Mrs.
Ci r e |I"IGeadeLlast

We are veryfortunateto have Gabriela in Mrs.
Ci r e W"l geadesclassthis year Early in the
school year, Gabriela shared with her class her
f a mi gagssionsof helping others. It was not long
beforeMrs. Cirella had come up with a way to have
her class help our mission.
So Mrs. Cirella asked the
kids in her clasgo bring in
Halloween relatedifts that
could be put into a goodie
bag and distributed to kids
in  Morristown Memorial

Hospltal It was a
wondeful expenence to

many wonderful ideas of
their own. Some kids
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made hand made bracelets, others created their own
comic book(which we distributed later with our toy
drive), and many brought in cute anflunny
Halloween treatshat kids would be able to enjoy if
they were spending the day in the hospital
Each 4 grader created and
decoratedhand made labels for
eachbags Once te labels were
finished, the items were gathered

and the bags
were organized [
by the &
graders
themselves. It
was very swee

to see thekids =
giving so much of themselves peoplethat they do
not even know. It was clearby looking at all the
big smiles around

the room that
everyone
benefited from

this very special
project. Thank
you very much
Mrs. Cirella and
to all the parents
and children in
her 4" grade class for makg a difference in
someoneds | ife.
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The Wonderful Gift of Sight Toys Deliveredto
On January 8we had the pleasure of beingelo St. Claref) Blospital

donate 100pairs of used prescription glasses.

Making the grand This Christmas Season we had the wonderful

total of 931pairs opportunity
Ml of glasseslonated of delivering

to date Stephanie 12 board
is very close to games plus
reaching her goal five knitted |
of donating 1,000 baby
pairs of glasseso blankets,
if you or anyone two-knitted
-, you know would baby hats,
like to donate your and one
used prescription knitted baly
glasses please sweaterto St. Careds Hospi t al n
contact us and Jersey. It was a great experience getting to know a
help Stephanie reach her goal. few of the staff there andevhope this will help us
expand our missioso we can continue to hethe
Baby Blanketsfor sick and needy in other communities.

Hope House

It has been a very cold winter and we know how
much the Hope House clients need our warm
blankets so Mimi and her friends have been very
busy kniting, but we are also very proum report
that Sarah LeneghanHalle McNabb and Lily
Spagnuoloall classmatesf Gabbyalso made some
very beautifulblankets We are very happy to have
been able to
donate
eighteen baby
blankets, seven
knitted  baby
hats, and twe
knitted  baby
sweaters.
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Toys Delivered to
University Hospital

Thanks to Mrs. Cirella and all thd”4rade classes
of Shongum School in Randolph, we were once
again able to delivetoys to University Hospital in
Newark. We would like to thank our very good
friend
Mrs.
Mary
Mathis
Ford for
helping
organize
our visit. 8
A very ==
special
thanks & :

to Ms. Ann Forbes RN, MSN, Nurse Manageof
PICU, and Mr. Albert PerrellaChild Life Specialist
at UMDNJ for doing such a great jopreparing for
our visit. Due to the added concern for the s&vi
flu, we unfortunately, did nobavethe opportunity
to seeand or visitthe children on the pediatric flaor
However,to ou surprise,we were allowed to go
into another roonon the floorand work with Ms.
Forbesand Mr. Perrelldrying to match a toyo each
patient on the list. This wasuly a very special

T e i

experienceand we appreciate the opportunity to
work with both Ms. Forbes andvr.

Perrella
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Toys Delivered to
Hope House

On ChristmasEve, we deliverethe remaining toys
collected by the 4 graders of Shongum Schota
The Hope Housen Dover, New Jersey Both
Sister Roberta and Ms. Angela Vance were very
excited to welcome these mudhsired gifts. The
toys will be distributed to Hope House clients that
otherwise, would not have the mgrtunity to
purchase gifts for their families. With the help of

all of you, we are sure we brighten the life of so
many  families this  Christmas season

Upcoming Events

Now that theChristmas Seasds behind us, its
time to think of our next projecand Easter is
just around thecorner We are once again
looking forward to donatindaster basketthat
will bring joy and hope to children in desperate
situations We are in need of baskdisth filled
and empty small toys, hygieneproducts,
(toothbrishes, shampgoetc), small essential
clothing items (socks, underwearetc), and
some Easter candyPlease check our website
for other suggested items. Easter is on Aghil 4
so we will need all donated items by March
19%th to allow enough time to pubgether the
baskes and arrange delivery. Once again, we
would like to hank you all for your help in all
our projects.
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